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1. Politics of circular economy

2. Update on PhD research

» Prioritizing material, economy or society? Contested visions
of circular plastics economy in Europe

- Quiet capture in noisy politics of plastics?

» Science-art collaboration for circular economy: Case of
NaturArchy




What role
Circular
Economy
can play?

Visual credit: STEPS Centre Uni Sussex
https://steps-centre.org/news/animation-pathways-to-sustainability/



How the future looks

| JUStiCe like?
Implications?
AN,
{
SO A
o Circular
5 Economy
N\
Q0
Not only a
technological question
;obueyo v Critical social, political and ethical

JO pup Teym . \ P— questions

Visual credit: STEPS Centre Uni Sussex
https://steps-centre.org/news/animation-pathways-to-sustainability/



29 A\
a %
Q ~
% ]

4

Circular
Economy

Visual credit: STEPS Centre Uni Sussex
https://steps-centre.org/news/animation-pathways-to-sustainability/



Relevance

DtHOuKA~Y/
. C 9 ; .
Direction — f ?{% Diversity
\d - D.

istribution

Visual credit: STEPS Centre Uni Sussex
https://steps -centre .org/news/animation-pathways-to -sustainability/



Qutline A

1. Politics of circular economy

2. Update on PhD research

» Prioritizing material, economy or society? Contested visions
of circular plastics economy in Europe

- Quiet capture in noisy politics of plastics?

* The role of art and creative practices in circular
economy/society
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PhD research overview

Lock-in into reductionist quantification, lack of imaginaries for alternative futures
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di d CPE . creative practices play a
dISCOUrSES aroun * How the dominant role on imagining &
I Burepee , discourse is being constructing alternative
* Approaches to plas_tlcs, legitimised by futures towards circular
problems, future visions incumbent actors? economy/society?
* Science capture
1t paper - o 3" paper
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Dominant discourse: eco-modernist views




Methodology & data collection

Qualitative research methods, interpretivist tradition

Media analysis: EurActiv, conference recordings, panel discussions
* Document analysis: EU communications and directives, organisational reports, position papers

Interviews: Industry, NGOs, scientific institutions, European Parliament and Commission

Workshops: Interactive, experimentation with creative practices

PIastlcsEurope

Association of Plastics Manufacturers

November 2020

PlasticsEurope views on EU Climate Neutrality

29 OCTOBER 2020

RETH!NK PLASTIC #breakfreefromplastic



15t paper: Contested discourses of a circular plastics
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Contested discourses of a circular plastics economy
in Europe: prioritizing material, economy, or society?

Nur Gizem Yalcin(9)*®, Erik Paredis® and Melanie Jaeger-Erben®

Centre for Sustainable Development, Department of Political Sciences, Ghent University, .
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ABSTRACT

The European Union has made the development of a circular economy one of
the central ambitions of its Green Deal, in which plastics are a defined priority.
Current policies, however, have drawn criticism that the narrow focus on ; . . ;
techno-innovation opportunities and economic growth falls short of addressing 1. Plastic fantastic! 2. CE will ﬂy us to 3. Bven plastlc flowers are
multifaceted socio-ecological challenges, overlooks trade-offs between pro- ‘ ‘

posed solutions, and conceals conflicts of interest among different actors. This the moon dead in this SyStem
paper contributes to opening-up the critical political debate on the circular
plastics economy using discourse analysis. Looking at how arguments are
framed, which priorities are defined, and how actors take positions, we identi D' C' | Pl I E 1 E

three circular plastics economy discourses in Europe: ‘Plastic fantastic’ (materigcl)i ISCOU rseS On lrcu ar aSthS Conomy ln u ro pe
focused), ‘Circular economy will fly us to the moon’ (plastics economy-focused),
and ‘Even plastic flowers are dead in this system’ (socio-ecological systems-
focused). Our paper demonstrates that the circular plastics economy is inher-
ently political and is actively imagined, built, and created through discursive
mechanisms.
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1. Plastic tantastic! 2. CE will fly us to 3. kven plastic flowers are
the moon dead in this system

Discourses on Circular Plastics Economy in Europe
C-PlaNeT




2" paper: Quiet capture in noisy politics of plastics?

(in progress)

* Dominant discourse 2 -CE will fly us
to the moon

Strategies of incumbent actors

to maintain their legitimacy in
circular economy?

* More and more regulatory and

co.mm.e.raal battlefs are fought in . 6 GIETI
scientific or technical areas y

(Laurens, 2018)
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2" paper: Quiet capture in noisy politics of plastics?

(in progress)

Regulatory capture by science?

* Regulatory capture is the
process which interest groups
affect state intervention in any of
its forms

* "Quiet politics” as a result of
power imbalances (e.g. financial
and knowledge)

* Case study: Packaging and
Packaging Waste Regulation
(ongoing revision process)
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Science, the endless frontier of regulatory capture

Andrea Saltelli ™ *, Dorothy J. Dankel ™, Monica Di Fiore °, Nina Holland °,
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: In this paper we explore five recent cases of regulatory capture in Europe and zoom in on a form

Evidence-based policy
Ethies washing
Regulatory capitalism
Epistemic ladder

‘We examine cases in which lobbyists present themselves as
based policy, intervene directly in the methodol p
making, thus imprinting their own agenda on t
existence of a process whereby private interest a
lobbying intervention moves from questioning tl
way to acting as to create a worldview where n
lation, become irrelevant or undesirable, other th

Caught in this project, science and its future apj

of corporate penetration which is based on a strategic use of the image and legitimacy of science.
unhnlders af science and of evidence-
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2" paper: Quiet capture in noisy politics of plastics?

(in progress)

Strategies Target

Epistemic. Invalidating the inference or
influencing the methods whereby the
evidence is produced

Science quality criteria
and epistemology

=5

Institutional. Delegitimizing the institutional
settings which produces the evidence

Science governance

Political. Changing the framework in the
context of which the evidence or
regulation are relevant or desirable

Relation between
science and society

Table 1. The epistemic ladder of capture (Saltelli, 2022, p.3)

(Credit: alashi, creative #:494465024)
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2" paper: Quiet capture in noisy politics of plastics?
(in progress)
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3" paper: Science-art collaboration for circular economy:

Case of NaturArchy (in progress)

NaturArchy Residency Projects

* RQ: How might art and creative practices play a role on
alternative futures towards circular society?
* (Co-organising a workshop in Circular Society Forum

(Berlin) in September.

Changing meanings Embodying Learning Imagining

Changing connections - Organizing -
Changing power Co-creating -

CreaTures, 2022, p.2

Subverting




Conclusions

Diversity Direction

\ Distribution

m

0

V ¥ v ¥ Vv 9

Visual credit: STEPS Centre Uni Sussex
https://steps-centre.org/news/animation-pathways-to-sustainability/




Thank you! P

() =3

nur.yalcin@ugent.be —1

C-PlaNeT IE b-tu

WWE RSITEIT Brandenburgische

Technische Universitat

GENT Cottbus - Senftenberg

This project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme
under the Marie Sklodowska-Curie grant agreement No. 859885.

Visual credit: STEPS Centre Uni Sussex



